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METROPOLITAN DADE COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD 
DESIGNATION REPORT —INDIVIDUAL SITE 


Designation No. 

Date of Filing 
Date of Designation 

Owner(s) 

Juliette Coyle 
1811 Taylor Avenue 
Ft. Washington, MD 

Mailing Address 


Same 


SURVEY FINDINGS: 

-H.A.B.S _Natl. Reg. _H.A.E.R. _.Other: 

XX Dade County Historic Survey Findings: 

RATING: _ 2 Architecture 1 History _1_ Context 

SITE LOCATION: 

511 N.E. 129th Street 

Griffing Biscayne Park Est. PB. 5-86 
Lot 28, Block 1 


Current Zoning (describe): 
Single Family 









Current Use (describe): 

Residential 

Current Condition: 

□ Excellent □ Good Q Fair □ Deteriorated □ Unexposcd 

□ Unaltered Q Altered F 

Q Original Site □ Moved_ 


I 

Physical Description of Site (see attached photos): 


(Use additional sheets if necessary) 


SEE CONTINUATION SHEET □ 















SIGNIFICANCE 


□ Archeology-Prehistoric 

□ Archeology-Historic 

□ Agriculture 

□ Architecture 

□ Art 

□ Commerce 

□ Communications 

□ Community Planning 

□ Conservation 

□ Economics 

□ Education 


□ Engineering 

□ Exploration/Settlement 

□ Historical Events 

□ Industry 

□ Invention 

129 Landscape Architecture 
CD Law 
D Literature 

□ Military 

□ Music 


0 People 

□ Philosophy 

CD Politics/Government 

□ Religion 

□ Science 
D Sculpture 

□ Social/Humanitarian 

□ Theater 

□ Transportation 

□ Other (special) 


Significance Brief summary including documentary evidence that indicates the historical, 

architectural or archeological significance of the site. 


The William Lyman Phillips Residence is a modest example of Masonry 
vernacular architecture of the 1920's with some mission details. It 
is located at 511 N.E. 129th Street in Griffing Biscayne Park 
Estates, a subdivision platted in 1921 by Arthur and Alabama 
Griffing. The structure is historically significant as the home of 
William Lyman Phillips, an engineer, an urban planner and a landscape 
architect. Phillips work is recognized internationally, nationally 
and statewide. In South Florida he is best known as a landscape 
architect. Between 1933 and 1966 Phillips creatively transformed a 
good portion of Dade County's landscape. 

William Lyman Phillips was born in Sommerville, Massachusetts in 1885. 
He attended Harvard University where he studied landscape 

architecture under Frederick Law Olmstead. In 1910 Phillips received 
his Masters degree in the combined fields of engineering, 

architecture and landscape architecture. After graduation Phillips 
travelled throughout Europe adding to his knowledge of planning, 
architecture and landscaping. Upon his return, Mr. Phillips was 
hired to design the new Panama Chanal Zone cities of Balboa and San 
Miguel. During World War I Phillips joined the Army as an engineer 
in the Quarter Master Corp. In that capacity he laid the plans for 
Camp Jackson in Mississippi. In 1923 the United States government 
sent him to France to beautify the cemeteries of the American war 
dead. Mr. Phillips was employed at various times throughout these 
years by Olmstead Brothers Landscape architectural firm of Brookline, 
Massachusetts. He was their representative in complete charge of a 
number of projects throughout the United States. In 1924, while 

working for Olmstead, Phillips was in charge of Mountain Lake 
Colony, a residential community, and Bok Towers in Lake Wales, 
Florida. During the Depression Phillips resigned from Olmstead 


(Use additional sheets if necessary) 


SEE CONTINUATION SHEET IS 





SIGNIFICANCE — CONTINUATION SHEET 


Brothers and in 1933 became the project supervisor for the Civilian 
Conservation Corps (CCC). 

While holding the position of project supervisor for the CCC, 
Phillips worked on many projects in Florida such as Royal Palm State 
Park, Sebring Hammock Highlands and Greynolds Park in North Miami. 
During his long career, he was also employed by the City of Tampa, 
Lake Wales, Dade County Parks and Dade County Roads. Other Dade 
County parks that Phillips designed are: Matheson Hammock, Homestead 
Bayfront Park, Baker's Haulover, Redland Fruit and Spice Park, 
Crandon Park and Zoo and Virginia Beach. He also designed the 
landscaping for the Overseas Highway, the Rickenbacker Causeway, 
Bayshore Drive, Red Road and Brickell Avenue and he did some work at 
the University of Miami and the Miami International Airport. The 
landscaping of many private residences, such as the William 
Vanderbilt Estate, and many churches throughout Miami can be 
attributed to William Lyman Phillips. However, by far his most 
impressive and important work was Fairchild's Tropical Garden, which 
he laid out in its entirety. Phillips was in charge of landscaping 
ait Fairchild's until his death in 1966. In the thirty years that 
Phillips resided and worked in Dade County he left his personal 
imprint and significantly altered, for the better, Dade County's 
landscape. 

William Lyman Phillips and his family resided at 511 N.E. 129th 
Street from 1936 until his death. During that time he made a few 
alterations to his home such as an addition on the back of the house 
which allowed him to relocate the kitchen. He also enclosed the 
porch and added a carport. In addition, most of the plantings found 
on the property can be attributed to Phillips. The residence is now 
owned by his daughter, Juliette Coyle of Ft. Washington, Maryland. 

Important landscape features located on the property: 

2 types of ficus 
2 types of acacia 
2 Cherry trees 
1 Seagrape 

1 Soapberry 
Jamboa 
Live Oak 

2 Avacado 

a tree of unknown species that has large black pods 
Water oak 


Bibliographic References: 


Coyle, Juliette, Ft. Washington, Maryland 
Telephone interview, 9 June, 1992. 

Jackson, Faith, Washington, D.C. 

Telephone interview, 10 June, 1992. 

Miami Herald . "Independence was His Way of Life.” 27 October, 1966. 

Miami Herald . "William Lyman Phillips, Landscape Expert." 19 
October 1966. 

University of Miami. Otto G. Richter, Library, Archives and Special 
Collections Department. William Lyman Phillips, Biographical 
data; Florida files, Coral Gables, Florida. 
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Impacts Impact ol the designation on proposed public improvements, 

renewal projects or private development. 

Designation would have the effect of bringing any plans for 
alterations to the property before the Preservation Board for 
review. Designation will not affect current zoning. 


Staff Recommendation: 

Staff recommends t ( he designation of 511 N.E. 129th Street as a 
local individual historic site. • 


Special Standards for Certificate of Appropriateness: 


Any special standards will follow the general guidelines as 
recommended for historic structures as detailed in the "Rules 
and Regulations for Review of Historic Site designations and 
Issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness”. This property 
also contains significant landscape features enumerated in this 
report which will require a "Certificate of Appropriateness” for 
removal. 





Draft Resolution Designating the Property: 


WHEREAS, the Phillips Residence was the home of William Lyman 
Phillips for thirty years, 

WHEREAS, William Lyman Phillips had an international, national, 
statewide and local reputation as a landscape architect, 

WHEREAS, William ( Lyman Phillips significantly altered Dade 
County's landscape between 1933 and 1966, 

WHEREAS, the Phillips Residence is located at: 511 N.E. 129th 
Street, Griffing Biscayne Park Est PB 5 - 86, Lot 28, Block-1. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Dade County Historic 
Preservation Board on July , 1992 had designated the Phillips 

Residence as an individual historic site pursuant to the Metropolitan 
Dade County Historic Preservation Ordinance (81-13) and that the 
Phillips Residence is subject to all rights and privileges and 
requirements of he ordinance. 


Designation is approved as evidenced by the signature of the 
Historic Preservation Board Chairman. 




‘Phillips Residence 
South facade 








Phillips Residence 
Southwest facade 
Enclosed porch 





Phillips Residence 
East facade 






Phillips Residence 
West facade 








Pnillips Residence 
Northeast facade 
Addition 








Phillips Residece 
West facade 
Carport Entry 






Phillips Residence 
East facade 
Roofline 








Phillips Residence 
South facade 
Sea Grape Tree 





Phillips Residence 
West property line 
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WEHICROPILUE0 


CAUfRA OPfRATOR 
Clf RK. CIRCUIT 


COURT 


—-W the tenements. hereditaments 
■ne to that real property, object to aJI , 

U ’ d ° d •— the current year 

Oven to evidence the distribution of asset; 

mortgage, minimum state docnr___ 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 
“ J<J <Jcco<Jcnt < luw executed this in 

Signed, sealed and delivered in the 


d“onTt rCP ™*‘- estate of the 

U on lhc date aforesaid. 


MICHAEL LauanowSKI 


MARY PHILLIPS 


STATE OF MARYLAND 
COUNTY OF pAxsxt. 


Ilmt the forgoing instrument wn 
by __JULIETTE P. rnvjp 




estate of MARY PHIT.T tpc 


irCOROCD IN Off KIAl tfCO*M wn» 
o# d*w county. notiOA . 
me0*0 vftiMfO 

Ckik ol Circuit t County 


noralyn 


MARQUESS 1 


0r '** nam ” under «U signature lines.J 


'orm No. P-5.0010-2 of 2 
•"might to , TJh- Florida 
Jnnunry 
















gfc 15282ft 1176 


PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE'S DISTRIBUTIVE DEED 
(testate - single personal representative) 


THIS INDENTURE, made this 22nd day of October 
JULIETTE P. COYLE 


_, 19 91 . by and between 

whose post office address is 


the duly qualified and acting personal representative of the estate of 
MARY PHILLIPS 


deceased, party of the first part and JULIETTE P . COYLE ---— * 

whose post office address is 1811 Taylor Avenue , Fort Was hington ,_MD— 2Q 7.7J i —» 

and whose social security or tax identification number is D 1 --» party of 


the second part 

WITNESSETH: That WHEREAS, 
died testate a resident of Dade 


Mary Phillips 


County, Florida, on September 


19 85. seized and possessed of the real property hereinafter described; and 

WHEREAS, title to said property passed to the party of the second part as of the date of said 
decedent's death pursuant to the provisions of the decedent's Last Will and Testament, which was 

ndmitted to probate and recorded by the Circuit Court for -County, Florida, 

Probate Division, in Case No. 87-264 CP 04 subject only to the right of the party of the 
first part to sell or encumber the property for the purpose of defraying claims, costs and expenses of 
administration of the decedent's estate; and 

WHEREAS, the party of the first port wishes to distribute said property to the party of the 

second part and evidence the release of the property from said right to sell or encumber, 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and in connection with the distribution 

of the estate of said decedent, the party of the first part has released to the party of the second part 

tin? right to sell or encumber said property and granted, conveyed and confirmed unto the party of 

the second part, her heirs and assigns forever, all of the interest of said decedent in and to 

the real property situated in Dade _County, Florida, described as follows: 

00CSTP0EE 0.60 SURTX 0.00 

MARSHALL ADER» CLERK DADE COUNTYf FL 

K 

An undivided one-half interest in Lot 28, Block 1 of 
GRIFFING BISCAYNE PARK ESTATES, according to the Plat _ 

thereof, recorded in Plat Book 5, Page 86, of the 
Public Records of Dade County, Florida. 


PROPERTY APPRAISER’S PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NQ.0-06-2230-23-025-6 


Y00I0-1 of 2 
^lie Florida Bar 1991 


nnunry 


91R4Q9811 1991 NOV 22 08:52 
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